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BACKGROUND The Oregon Conservation Strategy (Conservation Strategy) and Oregon 
Nearshore Strategy (Nearshore Strategy) were part of an unprecedented 
national effort led by Congress and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) to encourage states to develop comprehensive wildlife 
conservation strategies. Each state strategy was required to address factors 
that affect the health of fish and wildlife, particularly those species in 
greatest need of conservation. The USFWS directed the states to consider 
wildlife in a broader context by including not only vertebrate species but 
also plants and invertebrates such as butterflies.  

The Conservation Strategy was approved by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission (Commission) in August 2005 and by the USFWS in March 
2006.  The overall goal of the Conservation Strategy is to “maintain 
healthy fish and wildlife populations by maintaining and restoring 
functioning habitats, prevent declines of at-risk species, and reverse 
declines in these resources where possible.”   

The Nearshore Strategy was intended to complement the Conservation 
Strategy by providing information on nearshore marine fish and wildlife, 
and their habitats. The Nearshore Strategy had an overarching goal to “ 
promote actions that will conserve ecological functions and nearshore 
marine resources to provide long-term ecological, economic and social 
benefits for current and future generations of Oregonians”.  To 
accomplish this goal, the Nearshore Strategy identified three primary 
goals including: 1) improved communication and partnerships; 2) stronger 
science and information; and 3) better decision-making and processes. 
The Nearshore Strategy was approved by the Commission in 2005. 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) coordinated 
the development of the Conservation and Nearshore Strategies, but these 
efforts are intended to be a conservation framework for all of Oregon.  
Identified in the Conservation Strategy were six key conservation issues 
including: 1) land use changes; 2) invasive species; 3) disruption of 
disturbance regimes; 4) barriers to fish and wildlife movement; 5) water 
quality and quantity; and 6) institutional barriers to voluntary 
conservation. The Nearshore Strategy identified 16 priority 
recommendations for implementation under three major categories that 
included: 1) education and outreach; 2) research and monitoring, and 
management and policy. It also described a number of anthropogenic and 
natural factors that could have the greatest impact on key nearshore 
habitats and species.

The Department committed to report to the Commission every two years 
and provide a cooperative, public review every five years for the 
Conservation Strategy and within 10 years (from the date of approval) for 
the Nearshore Strategy. The two-year progress report to the Commission 
was intended to assess six issues related to implementation of the 
Conservation Strategy. They include:



1) meeting internal implementation goals for the Conservation 
Strategy,

2) roadblocks to implementation, 
3) statewide progress in meeting Conservation Strategy goals, 
4) results of monitoring and data management programs, 
5) need for adaptive management, and 
6) recent administrative or fiscal changes to the program.  

ODFW’s  two-year progress report (Attachment 1) provides a summary of 
the first two years of implementation. The report describes in some detail 
the activities related to implementation of these Strategies including 
statewide collaborations and partnerships, outreach and education, on-the-
ground funding of conservation work, and monitoring and data 
collections. The report also provides a perspective on some roadblocks to 
completion of some of the implementation goals and a short-term vision 
of the future for the Conservation and Nearshore Strategies.
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